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November 20, 1999 in St. Patrick’s Cathedral 
with a solemn procession along New York’s 
avenues and a requiem service. 

We must honor the memory of all those who 
perished and never let such a tragedy happen 
again.
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BURLE PETTIT TO RETIRE AFTER 
ILLUSTRIOUS 40 YEAR CAREER 

HON. LARRY COMBEST
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 16, 1999

Mr. COMBEST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a man who has made his mark in 
West Texas with a long and successful career 
at the Lubbock Avalanche-Journal. Having 
worked his way up from sports writer to editor-
in-chief over a span of four decades, Mr. Burle 
Pettit has announced he will retire January 15. 
Burle’s reputation for fairness, his passion for 
journalism and his love for the community, 
won high praise from A–J Publisher Mark 
Nusbaum who said, ‘‘When you think of what 
an editor should be, you think of Burle Pettit.’’

Fortunately for all of us in the Lubbock com-
munity, Burle will still be a presence around 
the Avalanche-Journal in several ways. He 
plans to serve on the editorial board, provide 
general consultation, and continue writing his 
well-loved columns. Burle’s influence will also 
be felt in the generation of journalists who 
have worked under him, inspired by his strong 
work ethic and reliance on accuracy. 

I am grateful for the years of service Burle 
has given to our community—not only through 
his hard work on the paper, but also to the or-
ganizations he has supported with his time, 
such as the South Plains Food Bank, the 
March of Dimes, the Salvation Army, and the 
Monterey Optimist Club. 

On behalf of his many readers in West 
Texas, I wish Mr. Burle Pettit a relaxing and 
rewarding retirement.

f 

INTRODUCTION OF INDIAN 
HEALTH CARE IMPROVEMENT 
ACT REAUTHORIZATION 

HON. GEORGE MILLER
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 16, 1999

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, today I am joined by 26 of our col-
leagues in introducing the Indian Health Care 
Improvement Act reauthorization legislation. 
The Indian Health Care Improvement Act 
which provides for the delivery of health serv-
ices of American Indians and Alaska Natives 
throughout the nation will expire at the end of 
fiscal year 2000. Since its enactment in 1976, 
the act has resulted in a reduction in serious 
illnesses and healthier Native American births. 

The unmet health needs among American 
Indians and Alaska Natives continues to be 
staggering with their health status for below 
that of the rest of the United States popu-
lation. When compared to all races in the 
United States, Indian people suffer a death 

rate that is: 627 percent higher from alco-
holism; 533 percent higher from tuberculosis; 
249 percent higher from diabetes; and 71 per-
cent higher from pneumonia and influenza. 

The bill I introduce today represents, for the 
first time, Indian country’s proposal, ‘‘Speaking 
With One Voice.’’ Throughout the past year 
the Indian Health Service held regional meet-
ings across the United States gathering infor-
mation and consulting with health care pro-
viders, Indian tribes, tribal organizations and 
urban Indian organizations on how best the 
unique needs faced by Indian health delivery 
systems could be addressed. Following these 
meetings a national steering committee made 
up of tribal leaders from each of the Indian 
Health Service (IHS) areas plus a representa-
tive of urban Indians was established. The na-
tional steering committee drafted legislation 
and held numerous meetings to receive addi-
tional tribal views and incorporate them into a 
consensus document. 

The legislation is focused on the national 
needs and includes very few tribal specific au-
thorizations. Several of the programs normally 
administered by the Indian Health Service 
headquarters would be decentralized under 
this legislation with more funds distributed to 
IHS area offices to address local priorities. 
The bill also includes important health care 
training and recruitment provisions to assist 
with the chronic shortage of qualified health 
care providers. Additionally, the bill is de-
signed to work cooperatively with contracting 
and compacting provisions under the Indian 
Self Determination and Education Assistance 
Act. 

I am introducing this important legislation at 
the request of the national steering committee 
on the Reauthorization of the Indian Health 
Care Improvement Act. All the important com-
ponent of Indian health care delivery are ad-
dressed in this bill including access to, and 
care for, diabetes, prenatal care, ambulatory 
care, alcohol and substance abuse, mental 
health, coronary care, and child sexual abuse. 
Certainly, there will be changes made to the 
bill as it proceeds through the legislative proc-
ess, but this bill provides a solid basis for us 
to work from. 

I commend the hard work and dedication of 
all the members of the national steering com-
mittee and those within the Indian Health 
Service who helped produce this legislation. 
For far too long Native Americans have put up 
with inferior health care. I will push for swift 
consideration of this bill and ask all my col-
leagues to join me in passing legislation to en-
sure that our first Americans are afforded only 
the best health care this nation can offer. We 
have the responsibility to accept nothing less.
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TRIBUTE TO CLIFFORD STONE, JR. 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 16, 1999

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, today I would 
like to honor Clifford Stone, Jr. for his hard 
work serving seniors throughout Jefferson and 
Gilpin Counties in central Colorado. After 
working in the private sector as a lawyer for 

over 40 years, Clifford retired. But instead of 
retiring, Clifford chose to help senior citizens 
navigate their way through the sometimes 
confusing world of law. By running the First 
Judicial District Bar Association Legal Assist-
ance Program, Clifford has helped countless 
seniors with many legal problems. 

Clifford and the Program have been a bea-
con of hope throughout Gilpin and Jefferson 
Counties. The Program has had to handle the 
changing needs of seniors from legal ques-
tions involving estate planning to grand-
parents’ rights. The Program is a non–profit 
organization and is available to anyone who is 
55 years of age or older. 

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I say thank 
you to Clifford and all of the people that make 
the First Judicial District Bar Association Legal 
Assistance Program such a positive commu-
nity resource. Due to Mr. Stone’s dedicated 
service, Colorado is a better place.

f 

INTRODUCTION OF H. CON. RES. 209 
CONDEMNING THE USE OF CHILD 
SOLDIERS AND CALLING FOR 
U.S. SUPPORT FOR AN INTER-
NATIONAL AGREEMENT AGAINST 
THE USE OF CHILD SOLDIERS 

HON. TOM LANTOS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 16, 1999
Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I recently intro-

duced House Concurrent Resolution 209, a bi-
partisan resolution which strongly condemns 
the outrageous use of child soldiers around 
the world and calls on our government to sup-
port an international effort to develop an op-
tional protocol to the U.N. Convention on the 
Rights of the Child. 

This resolution—which is currently cospon-
sored by over 40 of our distinguished col-
leagues—is based on the deeply disturbing 
testimony of numerous expert witnesses be-
fore the Congressional Human Rights Caucus. 
They reported the most horrific practices in-
cluding the forcible conscription of children—
some as young as 7 years old—for use as 
combatants in armed conflicts around the 
world. As we speak, children are being con-
scripted into armies of some countries and 
warring factions through kidnaping and coer-
cion, while others join out of economic neces-
sity, the intention to avenge the loss of a fam-
ily member, or for their own personal safety. 

Many times, these children are forced to kill 
in the most sadistic and gruesome fashion, 
their victims often other children or even their 
own family or friends. By forcing children to 
perpetrate the most horrific crimes against 
their own families ensures that these child sol-
diers cannot desert and can never return 
home. 

Mr. Speaker, our resolution clearly exposes 
the full scope of the problem of child soldiers. 
As it notes, experts estimate that in 1999 ap-
proximately 300,000 individuals under the age 
of 18 are participating in armed conflict in 
more than 30 countries around the world, and 
hundreds of thousands more are at risk of 
being conscripted. The practice of conscripting 
children has resulted in the deaths of two mil-
lion minors in the last decade alone. In addi-
tion to those children who have been killed, an 
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